“Of Mice and Men”

Persuasive Speech Assignment

Role: Your character! You are speaking from their point of view and writing as they would write.

Audience: The community. You are speaking at a town hall assembly where the town of Salinas is gathering to discuss George’s actions.

Format: A speech. You are trying to convince the audience whether George’s actions were moral or not. Your speech should be at least one page long, double-spaced and use 12 point Times New Roman font. It must have an introduction, two body paragraphs and a conclusion. 
Topic: The town is meeting to decide whether George’s actions are moral and to determine what the consequences should be. You must convince the audience to adopt your beliefs using rhetorical strategies discussed in class. 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:


-One quote from the novel using parenthetical documentation


-Two examples of rhetorical strategy underlined and (LABELED) in the text


-A discussion of the opposing viewpoint

-**BONUS: Includes ONE example of each sentence pattern: (sv; sv) (sv, conjunction sv) (sv; transition sv).
-**BONUS: Uses TWO vocabulary words.
Persuasive Speech Scoring Guide

	Category
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Focus on topic

(content/ideas)

10
	Thesis statement is well-focused and argument is clear; Writer has powerful and insightful ideas, which incorporate opposing viewpoints. 
	Thesis statement is strong, but the essay gets off topic at times. Writer has interesting ideas, which incorporate opposing viewpoints.
	Thesis and/or argument become confusing at times. Paragraphs may be incomplete or take on too many ideas. 
	Thesis is missing and ideas are confusing; there are no opposing viewpoints and argument is unclear.
	There is no argument OR writing is too short to judge.

	Support with examples

(content/ideas)

15
	Each idea is supported by insightful and well-chosen examples; Includes a quote and TWO rhetorical strategies. 
	Each idea is supported by accurate and appropriate examples. Includes a quote and TWO rhetorical strategies.
	Some examples are inappropriate OR missing one of the three requirements: a quote and TWO rhetorical strategies.
	Some examples are inappropriate OR missing two of the three requirements: a quote and TWO rhetorical strategies.
	No ideas are supported OR is too short to judge. Missing all three requirements.

	Introduction and Conclusion

(organization)

10
	Introduction and conclusion are inviting and powerful; they reflect the structure and demonstrate the purpose of the writing.
	Introduction and conclusion clearly state the main topic and reflect the structure of the paper, but they are not particularly inviting OR do not demonstrate the purpose.
	Introduction and conclusion state the main topic, but do not adequately reflect the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader; purpose may be unclear.
	The introduction and conclusion do not state the main topic. They are overly short, confusing and/or off-topic.
	There is no clear introduction or conclusion of the main topic or structure of the paper.

	Sequencing

(organization)

15
	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. There are at least 4 paragraphs and the body connects to the thesis.
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way they are presented sometimes makes the writing less interesting. There are at least 4 paragraphs and the body connects to the thesis.
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. There are at least 4 paragraphs but the body may not follow the thesis.
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 
	Essay is incomplete or illogical. Paragraphs don’t seem to follow an order.

	Word Choice

10
	Words are striking, precise and draw the reader’s attention; author’s message is easy to understand and tone strongly connects to rhetorical strategy.
	Words begin to shape unique piece of writing; message is easy to identify and helps the reader to “see” the message but connection to rhetorical strategy becomes weak at times.
	Words are adequate but lack interest; message starts to emerge but there is a weak connection to rhetorical strategy.
	Words are so vague and mundane that message is limited; no connection to rhetorical strategy; vocab becomes confusing. 
	Words are generic and no message is evident; Vocabulary confuses the reader.

	Voice

10
	Author speaks in a compelling and engaging way that delivers purpose and demonstrates understanding of the character.
	Author attempts to demonstrate character and purpose in sincere and engaging way; piece skips a beat here and there.
	Author seems sincere, yet not fully engaged or involved; result is pleasant, though audience and purpose are not clear.
	Author’s voice is hard to recognize; it does not demonstrate character or purpose.
	Author seems indifferent or distanced from purpose and audience.


Content/Ideas_____/25

Word Choice/Voice _____/20

Organization_____/25

Presentation (Double spaced, 12 point font, neat, clean)_____/10



Total:
_______/10 Outline 



_______/10 First Draft



_______/80 Final Draft
_______/10 BONUS Sentences and Vocab

_____/100

Comments:
