Beginning of the Year

Reflection Essay

Directions: You will start the year by reflecting on your past school year. You will discuss strengths and weaknesses and create a mission statement and goals. You will consider the essential questions from our unit as you write your essay, such as why is education important to you and what role does it play in your life.
R(ole):
Yourself!
A(udience):
Your classmates – you will share your reflections and publish your mission statements in class to inspire each other.
F(ormat):
This will be an essay, so it needs a beginning (introduction), middle (body paragraph(s) and end (conclusion). Because of this, it should be a minimum of three paragraphs. (It also must be at least 1.5 pages double-spaced).
T(opic:)
In order to prepare ourselves for the coming school year, we need to reflect on our past and create expectations and goals for the future. You will use your educational experiences from last year in order to create a mission statement and three goals for this year.
S(tandards)
This product should be typed and follow MLA format. Students will be graded on organization and ideas.

Basic Overview:

1. Introduction: Overview/Description of last year and your thesis statement

2. Body: Your strengths and weaknesses from last year – analyze the causes (good or bad) and discuss the consequences using specific examples.

3. Conclusion: Wrap up your essay by discussing what you learned. What are your views on education now and what is your educational mission statement for this year? What are three goals you would like to accomplish?

Steps and Assignments

Step 1:  Brainstorm your ideas – Participation Points to be awarded (10 points)

Step 2:  Outline – complete outline and turn it in for teacher feedback/approval (10 points)

Step 3:  First draft of introduction, body and conclusion – teacher to provide conferencing 

Step 4:  First-draft peer review and self-editing (20 points)

Step 5:  Final Draft - type and make changes (60 points)

Step 6:  Share your mission statement and publish in the classroom

Reflection Essay Scoring Guide

	Category
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Focus on topic

(content/ideas)

10
	There is one clear, well-focused topic, which is demonstrated in a thesis statement. Main idea stands out and each paragraph focuses on one idea.
	Main idea is clear and thesis statement is strong, but the essay gets off topic at times.
	Main idea is somewhat clear but thesis is lacking or confusing. Paragraphs take on too many ideas. 
	Main idea is not clear and thesis is lacking. Paragraphs are off-topic. Very confusing.
	The main idea is not clear and there is no thesis. There is a seemingly random collection of information OR is too short to judge.

	Support with examples

(content/ideas)

10
	Each idea is supported by insightful and well-chosen examples.
	Each idea is supported by accurate and appropriate examples.
	Most ideas are supported by examples. Some examples are inappropriate.
	Ideas are often not supported or examples are inaccurate, confusing or inappropriate.
	No ideas are supported OR is too short to judge.

	Introduction

(organization)

10
	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic, and previews the structure of the paper.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but it is not particularly inviting to the reader.
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader.
	The introduction does not state the main topic. It is overly short, confusing and/or off-topic.
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper.

	Sequencing

(organization)

10
	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. There are at least 3 paragraphs and the body connects to the thesis.
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way they are presented sometimes makes the writing less interesting. There are at least 3 paragraphs and the body connects to the thesis.
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. There are at least 3 paragraphs but the body may not follow the thesis.
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 
	Essay is incomplete or illogical. Paragraphs don’t seem to follow an order.


Content/Ideas_____/20


Presentation (neat, clean and typed)_____/10

Organization_____/20


Has Original Scoring Guide_____/5










Effort (at least 1.5 pages, follows directions)_____/5


Total:

_______/10 Brainstorming 
_______/10 Outline 

_______/20 First Draft
_______/60 Final Draft
_____/100

Comments:
